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UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE REGIONS IN 1987 
/ 
Unemployment rates for coaparison between Meaber States 
The unemployment measured corresponds to the International Labour Office 
definition Ca description of the estimation method is annexed). It should be 
remembered that according to ·.this definition a person can be regarded as 
unemployed if he/she, during the reference period, was without work, 
immediately available for work and actively looking for a job. 
This definition agreed upon by the 13th International Conference of Labour 
Statisticians can differ significantly from the definitions used by the 
national administrations. 
Regional disparities remain high throughout the Community ••• 
Although the overall unemployment rate in the Community of Twelve has fallen 
slightly from 10.8X in April 1986 to 10.6X in April 1987, the level of 
unemployment remains high and the disparities between Member States and 
regions are marked. 
Nearly half of the unemployed are living in only 42 regions with a rate of 
more than 12X. All Spanish regions are to be found in this group. 
Consequently, only two regions outside Spain (Campania/Ireland) are included 
in the ten regions with the highest unemployment rates. 
There is an enormous gap between low unemployment regions with a rate of 
about 3X and less CKriti, Luxembourg, Stuttgart) and regions where every 
third of the labour force is without work CAndalucia). 
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•.. but also within Member States 
Some countries show clear regional patterns of unemployment: 
Northern and central regions of the FR of Germany and the United Kingdom 
have higher unemployment than southern country parts; however, the Level 
of unemployment is quite different in the two countries: rates in the 
southern UK are similar to those in northern Germany; 
In Italy CMezzogiorno), Portugal (Alentejo) and Belgium (Region 
Wallonne) unemployment is higher in the South; adjacent to southern 
Belgium other industrial regions with employment problems could be found 
(Nord-Pas. de Calais, Champagne Ardenne, Lorraine, Saarland); 
In addition, France shows high unemployment rates in the South east 
between the Spanish and Italian border (Languedoc-Roussillon, 
Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur); 
In Spain the unemployment situation still got worse in the southern part 
whereas the rates in Madrid and the Northeast have fallen. 
Less youth unemployment 
From April 1985 to April 1987 the situation for persons under 25 years has 
improved at Community level, -especially for Belgium, Denmark, the FR of 
Germany and the Netherlands. 
Nevertheless, youth unemployment in Europe remains at a very high Level 
(every fifth of the labour force is without work) and countries like Italy 
and Ireland show even growing unemployment of the young. 
Youth unemployment is highly concentrated: about SO~ of the unemployed under 
25 years live in Spain and Italy (against a Labour force share of only a 
quarter for these two countries). 
Men better off than women 
With the exception of Galicia and nearly all UK regions unemployment rates 
for men are always lower than those of women. The disparities between male 
and female unemployment rates are especially marked for Belgium CVlaams 
gewest), Spain and Italy. 
Moreover these dispariti~s have increased: male unemployment rates have 
generally fallen whereas· unemployment for women has risen in total, 
especially in Spain (in eastern and southern regions). 
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8 .3 7.5 
6 .9 6 .3 
9.3 8.2 
12.0 11.0 




7.3 6 .2 
9.2 7.3 
5.0 3.9 
4 .6 3 .5 
5.3 3.9 
6 .2 5 .2 
6 .o 4 .8 
6 .o 5 .o 
7.2 6.6 
5.7 4.2 
3 .7 2 .9 
3.1 2.3 
4 .5 3.5 
4.0 3.3 
3 .4 2 .9 
4 .6 3 .8 
4.3 3.5 
5.1 4.4 
6 .2 5.5 
5.0 4.6 















































































































































































































































































































































































































UNEMPLOYMENT RATES (0/0) IN APRIL 
CA TE GORI ES I TOT AL I MEN I WOMEN I AGE < 25 AGE 2 25 




KEHTRIKI KAI DYTIKI MAKEDOHIA 
THESSALIA 
AHATOLIKI MAKEDOHIA 
TH RAK I 
KEHTRIKI ELLADA 
AHATOLIKI STEREA KAI HISIA 
PELOPONHISOS KAI DYTIKI STEREA 
IPEIROS 
AHATOLIKA KAI HOTIA HISIA 
KRITI 
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METHOD USED FOR THE CALCULATION OF REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
The mixed estimation method for regional unemployment rates has been defined 
by Member States' statistical experts and EUROSTAT for the requir.ements of 
the stat i st i ea l mechanism for the European Sac i al Fund < communication from 
the Commission to the Council - document COM (84) 344 final of 13 July 
1984). 
It is consistent with the estimation method of unemployment rates for 
comparison between countries described in the "Unemployment" monthly 
bulletin <no 2/1988). 
1. Starting point, the Community Labour force sample survey (LFS) 
The LFS survey carried out in spring every year provides: 
for each Member State, the number of unemployed broken down by sex and 
age (under and over 25 years), 4 categories in all; 
for each region, the active popu Lat ion broken down into the same 
categories. 
The 1986 results of the survey are available for all the Member States; the 
1987 results are only available for France, Greece and Portugal. 
2. Updating, according to the development of registered unemployment 
For each of the Member States where the 1987 results are not available, 
the 4 numbers of unemployed provided at national level by the 1986 
survey are updated according to the development of registered 
unemployment between the reference period of the survey and April 1987; 
for Spain, the figures are updated using data from the quarterly 
national Labour force survey in conjunction with data on registered 
unemployment. 
the active population is calculated by adding these estimated 
unemployment figures to the employment data provided by the 1986 Labour 
force survey. 
3. Regional breakdown, according to the regional structure of registered 
unemployment 
The 4 levels of unemployment, estimated for April for each Member State, are 
regionalized on the basis of the regional breakdown of registered 
unemployment for April of the same year. However, the regional unemployment 
structure has been taken 
from the quarterly national labour force survey for Italy; 
from the Community LFS survey for Greece and Portugal; 
for Spain, from the Community LFS survey for 1986 and from the quarterly 
national labour force survey for 1987. 
The active population is regionalized according to the Community LFS survey 
data; for the Member States where the 1987 results are not available, the 
1986 regional structure i~ used. 
4. Rate calculation 
The unemployment rates are obtained by dividing the number of unemployed, in 
April 1986 or 1987, by the figures for active population. 
5. Revision 
The regional unemployment rates are revised as soon as the results of the 
LFS survey for the reference year become available. 
